No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted or disseminated, in any form, or by any means, without prior written permission from the publisher, to whom all requests to reproduce copyright material should be directed in writing.
This authorization does not extend to any other kind of copying, by any means, in any form, and for any purpose other than private research use. Botanical exploration of the Canadian Arctic: A brief summary Exploration and discovery of the flora of the Canadian Arctic has been ongoing for almost two centuries, beginning with plant specimens collected by European explorers searching for the Northwest Passage such as John Ross, Edward Parry and John Richardson (see Pringle 1995) . Based on the earliest Arctic plant collections Robert Brown (1823) produced the first major treatise of Canadian Arctic plants in which he described to science many species and genera recognized to this day (e.g., Calamagrostis purpurascens Brown (1823: 66), Eutrema Brown (1823: 9-10, pl. A)), providing the initial foundation for subsequent study of the Arctic flora. Plant collections from across the region have continued to accumulate ever since,
